
 

Hi COM Family: 

 Hope everyone had a great time at Lake Sallateeska. So  
wonderful that we had a very large turnout this weekend.  
Praise the Lord!!!  We also had great food! Thanks to all that 
brought something.  Special thanks to France and helpers in 
the kitchen.  We had 46 people attend on Friday night. 

 Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next gather-
ing at Lake Sallateeska for our April Work Week and Spring 
Rally!  Since the weather has been so nice, please get out 
there and start finding your “treasures” for the Saturday auc-
tion.  It is not only fun, it is also our only fundraiser for the 
year.  We love to eat at our work projects and this is the way 
we raise that money so we don’t have to ask for donations 
every time. 

   Thanks to Brock and Polly, Jim and Pattie for the warm 
welcome we received when we arrived.  Thanks also for the 
welcome bags for the ladies.  That was a nice 
surprise and very thoughtful.   

 1 Thessalonian 5:11  Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up, Just as in 
fact you are doing. 

.        Fred 
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COM Officers 
President—Fred Riley, 618-508-3917, paulakriley45@hotmail.com 

Vice-President (Project Manager) - Richard Evans, 618-218-4546,  

      akrlevans!@gmail.com 

Secretary—Karen Mowers, 309-945-3971, kcc61254@gmail.com 

Treasurer—Dick Mowers, 309-945-1477, 728 Cardinal Ct., Geneseo, IL 61254 

Chaplain—Marilyn Thomson, 618-525-9119  

Food Supervisor— Francie Lindeman, 618-713-2402 



Illinois Campers on Mission 
Page 2 

3 Sara  Hunley  

3 Susan Mills  

4 Ray Riffey  

10 Andy Marilyn Thom- son 

11 Judy Barnes  

13 Denise Golden  

27 Jim Pattie Noeth 

29 Dick Mowers  

 

Tentative Schedule for 2023 IL COM Work Projects 

April 17—21  Lake Sallateeska 

April 22 & 23  Spring Rally 

May 15 – 19  Streator Baptist Camp 

June 7—9   National Rally, Hillsdale, MI 

July 17—21  TBD 

August 21—25  Carmi Children’s Home, Carmi   

September 16  Fall Festival, Carmi Children’s Home 

September 18—22 Morning Star Mission, Joliet 

October 16—20  Fall Rally,  Place TBD 

December 2  Christmas Luncheon, FBC, Farina 

 

Other Dates for your Calendar: (See Don or Jan Kragness) 

 March 12—18 COM National Project at Great Passion Play, Eureka Springs, AK 

 March 22—April 8   IL COM work weeks at Great Passion Play 

 October 23—November 5 IL COM work week at Great Passion Play 

 Praise reports are due to Fred Riley by April 1.  if 

 you  have questions or need help, please let him 

 know.  These are important records for the 

 

2 Harold Mills  

11 Pattie Noeth  

14 Janice Love  

23 Richard & Anita  Evans 

24 Linda Riley  

27 Betty Riley  

30 Glen  & Eileen Ansley 
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Notes from gathering at the Spring Fling 

Present:  Fred & Paula Riley, Richard & Anita Evans, John & Francie Lindeman, Terry & Debbie 
Odum, Doug & Suzy Kingsbury, Jim & Marilyn Diercks and family, Dick & Karen Mowers, Gary 
& Karen Watson, Sonny & Sondra McKenzie, Don & Jan Kragness, Randy & Kay McClellan, 
George & Penny Meese, Jim & Pattie Noeth, Leroy & Irma Burnett, Alberta Woodside, Emil 
Nattier, Harold & Susan Mills,  James & Catherine Rentfrow, Clayton & Rosalyn Horton, Andy & 
Marilyn Thomson 

 

President Fred opened the meeting at 10:20 with prayer.  Marilyn gave devotions on 
volunteering and led us in prayer for the prayer requests given.   
 
Fred introduced the new officers for fall, 2022 – Fall, 2024.  He asked if anyone would 
like to assist the sewing project coordinator for work projects and Anita volunteered to 
help.   
 
Don gave the Region 4 report: 

1. Everyone needs to have a National COM membership card and can get it from 
the National Coordinators. 

2. some states are also doing state membership cards and Illinois is using our 
background check ID cards for our state membership cards 

3. National Rally in Hillsdale, MI – June 7  - 9.  They have asked Illinois to come 
help.  Indiana is also helping.  There will be many areas to volunteer.    

4. Praise reports – these are needed to see how COM is working. Send to Fred by 
April 1. 

5. extra opportunities for 2023 at the Great Passion Play, Eureka Springs, AR– Na-
tional week Mar. 12 – 18, Mar. 22 – April 8 and Oct. 23 – Nov. 5, Please ask 
your churches if they have items to donate.  

 
Discussion of the work schedule for 2023.  July is still open and there are several possi-
bilities that Fred and Richard will check out for suitability for COM.  We will know in 
April the complete schedule. Fred asked everyone to sign up on the project sheets if 
they can come help.   
 
Karen talked about background checks, newsletters and short & long term volunteer op-
portunities at the ISBA camps. 
 
Dick closed in prayer and Don led the closing songs. 
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Chaplain’s Chatter  -  

 We are now in the month of March.  The word “march” appears 123 times in many 

translations of the Bible.  The word means: a steady development or forward movement of 

something, an organized walk by many people from one place to another, in order to protest 

about something or to express their opinions; an act of marching; a journey made by marching;  

and a piece of music written for marching to.   

 How are we “marching” in our lives for Jesus?  Are we making forward 

movement and a steady development in our understanding and living out our 

lives as we express our faith and give our testimonies about what God is doing in 

us?  Do you remember the old hymn Onward Christian soldiers marching as 

to war?  We are in a battlefield every day so march on with Jesus.  

       Marilyn 

 Doug & Suzy Kingsbury III 

 2016 Lebanon Ave. 

 Belleville, IL   62221 

 618-531-8382 

 kingsbury3@gmail.com 

 angelexpress2016@gmail.com 

Those signed up for Lake Sallateeska Work Project April 17—21 

Jim & Marilyn Diercks & family    Doug & Suzy Kingsbury 

Don & Jan Kragness     James & Catherine Rentfrow 

George & Penny Meese     Richard & Anita Evans 

Terry & Debbie Odum     Fred & Paula Riley 

John & Francie Lindeman     Dick & Karen Mowers 

Sonny & Sondra McKenzie    Leroy & Irma Burnett 

Andrew & Marilyn Thomson    

PLEASE LET FRED OR KAREN KNOW IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND! 
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4 Past Illinois COM     

Presidents 

Leroy Burnett 

Fred Riley (current) 

John Lindeman 

Don Kragness 

Thanks for your time! 

Illinois Campers on Mission 



Illinois Campers on Mission 

Table groups at the spring fling—

- and it really felt like spring this 

year!!! 
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Prayer requests from the Spring Fling 

Jim Diercks—recovery from shoulder surgery, back pain and an upcoming sinus surgery 

Doug Kingsbury— pray for Pastor Dennis Felix and his health 

Clayton & Rosalyn Horton—pray for Clayton’s mission trip to Haiti for safe travels and good 

 health.  (Clayton left Feb. 27) 

Andy Thomson—pray for his sister who just had a knee replacement and is having problems 

 with it 

Jan Kragness—Jeff Gee family and Carterville church and driver and family 

George & Penny Meese—pray for granddaughter that just lost a baby and granddaughter in 

 hospital with a bad infection 

Randy & Kay McClellan—Cheryl Walters 

Leroy & Irma Burnett—Jason Burnett 

Bryan & Terri Keller—for Terri’s dad last days (Dad passed away on Saturday) 

Sonny & Sondra McKenzie—for John McKenzie—life adjustments and for Tony McKenzie Jr  

Richard & Anita Evans—Aunt Linda has liver cancer and several other spots of cancer 

 Jerrel Dungy suffering from effects of COVID 

Gary & Karen Watson—for family member recovering from cancer surgery and waiting for 

 test results 

Mike Williams—a young man missing for over one month 

Dick & Karen Mowers—for comfort and peace for our family after the death of my twin      

 sister 

IL COM—for wisdom in the finalizing of the work project schedule, for safety as we work, for 

 opportunities to share our testimony and the gospel message, for the places we will 

 work 

For our nation and our leaders—that God will give them wisdom and that the revival that is 

 happening will be true and that hearts will be changed and the gospel will go forth.  

For our pastors as they lead the church in a changing culture and  have busy schedules.   
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Okay boys and girls, Okay boys and girls, Okay boys and girls, 

the auction is about the auction is about the auction is about 

to start!!!!to start!!!!to start!!!!   

 Once again, IL COM invites you and your family (children, grandchildren, friends,   

neighbors, people from your church, everyone you know!!!) to join us at the 2023 fundraiser 

auction during the Spring Rally on Saturday.   

 It is time to clean out the basement, barn, garage or whatever space needs cleaning 

and bring your best “treasures” that you are willing to part with for the auction.  It can be 

homemade jelly or crafts or kids books or tools or camping items or anything you have that 

you don’t need any longer.     

 If you know someone who likes to have a good time, is interested in supporting IL COM 

projects and is willing to spend an afternoon with all of us CRAZY people, please invite them 

to come to this event.  It is always interesting and we can come away with some really good 

stuff to take home!  It is not just for COM members but anyone you know.   

 The main reason for the auction is:  this is the only fundraiser for IL 

COM and it pays for our project lunches, memorial gifts for COM member fami-

lies, project expenses, evangelism outreach supplies and any other  supplies that 

we need.  

 What we usually tell new COM members is pray about how much money God might 

lead you to spend at this event and then find items to buy with that amount or write a check 

to IL COM and just sit back and watch everyone enjoy themselves.   

 This is not mandatory giving and no set amount is ever required, it is just a way to     

support the group without charging dues or membership fees or asking for money at projects.  

God knows what you are comfortable with giving and it may be very little all the way to a 

great amount.  No one will ever ask you for anything except to join in the fun with your   

brothers and sisters.   

 


